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In order to engage all learners in the classroom, ensure everyone has the opportunity 

to participate in discussions, and develop cognitive skills, teachers use a variety of 

strategies. The following strategies, modeled during Brains Gone Digital, represent a 

few of these valuable tools for a teacher: 

Question That    [Bertie Kingore] 

This technique is effective to blend question formation with applications of skill and 

content. Post a different content-related answer each day, such as “The answer is 

overwhelmed.”  Students write an appropriate, meaningful question requiring that 

answer and post their responses for peer discussion or scrutiny. 

Value Line and Split/Slide  

A Value Line ascertains students’ opinions in a quick and visual way by asking them 

to line up according to how strongly they agree or disagree with a statement or 

proposition. After the students have formed a continuous line based on their own 

opinions, instructors identify the midpoint. The line then splits and the students move 

or “slide” to the end, creating two lines. The students then discuss their points-of-

view and share reasons why they placed themselves in the positions they chose. 

Four Corners [Kagan] 

The Four Corners strategy is an approach that asks students to make a decision about 

a problem or question.  Each of the four corners of the classroom is labeled with a 

different response (strongly agree, agree, disagree, strongly disagree). Students move 

to the corner that best aligns with their thinking. They share their ideas with others in 

their corner and then come to consensus. One member of each group shares the result 

of the discussions with the whole class. 

Mix-Freeze Pair [Kagan] 

This structure offers additional benefits beyond its value as a tool for discussion.  By 

repeatedly mixing around the room and forming partners, students are interacting 

with classmates other than their own team members. Mix-Freeze-Pair is also a great 

energizer to use when students have been sitting or concentrating for long periods of 

time. 



Spin-the-Word or Phrase [Dan Mulligan] 

This strategy increases the rigor and/or relevance of a lesson. Using performance 

without speaking, verbal clues, or drawing, one player attempts to elicit a correct or 

linked response about a concept or unit of study. 

Shoulder Buddies  

When prompted, students turn to a shoulder buddy or neighbor and in a set amount of 

time, share their ideas about a prompt or question posed by the teacher or other 

students.  Depending on the goals of the lesson, students may share some key ideas 

from their discussions with the class. 

Think Pad [Mulligan] 

The Think Pad card allows participants to write and share responses to critical 

thinking questions while moving about the classroom. This enables the teacher to 

increase participation and rigor with questions to elicit high-level responses. This 

method enhances accountability and everyone’s response is valuable. 

Academic Conversation [Kingore] 

Academic conversations among groups enable students to practice and extend 

prominent interactive and cognitive skills desired by both educators and employers.  

These discussions in small groups increase students’ concept understanding and 

enhance their social and emotional growth as they respectfully exchange intellectual 

ideas with peers. 

Engagement Through Technology 

http://padlet.com    a bulletin board site that allows for posting ideas, pictures, videos, 

and responses … encourages creativity 

www.todaysmeet.com     Encourage the room to use the live stream to make 

comments, ask questions, and use that feedback to tailor your presentation, sharpen 

your points, and address audience needs in real time 

www.voki.com     create an avatar to speak, share ideas, and engage learners 
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